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Feeling stressed? 
Need to relax? 
Learn how 


Faculty still awaits funding of contract 


® Course coverage is 
still up in the air and 
could cause problems 


By ED HUDSON 
News Editor 


Presently, the faculty contract 
has been agreed on by both the 
Massachusetts Community College 
Council (MCCC) and the Board of 
Higher Education. ; 

It involves two major things: a 


eee etl eo os 


-Winni 


® Tt was one of the 
most valuable 


experiences I had' 


By LUCY MILLER 
Copy Editor 


articipating in community 
Pe during college can 
be beneficial not only to a 
student’s community, but to the 


student as well. 
Students at NECC have several 


significant raise for many faculty 
members and an increased course- 
load from four classes to five for 
full-time instructors. 

Conference Committee mem- 
bers from both the House and the 
Senate have already hammered out 
an agreement that will work for 
both houses. The state has not yet 
funded this piece oflegislation that 
will fully fund this contract. How- 


ever, there is a good chance that_ 


the state legislature is going to 
approve the package to fund year 


opportunities to give to their com- 
munities, and the Career Develop- 
ment Center is an excellent start- 
ing point for those who are look- 
ing for options. 

“It was one of the most valu- 
able experiences I had in college,” 
Eric Stevens said of his opportu- 
nity to tutor while attending 
Cornell University. 

Stevens, who works for the Mas- 
sachusetts Campus Compact, is 
an AmeriCorps VISTA member at 
NECC and promotes community 
service at the college. By being an 


two of the contract. 

According to Priscilla Bellairs, 
professor of English and one of the 
faculty members who negotiated 
the contract, as it stands right now, 
the funding bill has already been 
passed by the House and is waiting 
to be passed by the Senate. 

The bill can be voted on any day 
now. If it is passed by the Senate, it 
then will go directly to Governor 
Cellucci’s desk for his signature. 
However, if it is not passed, “We 
[the faculty] don’t go to five classes,” 


Tricia Hamblet photo 
BOX OUT: NECC Knights defeat Mass Bay Community College 86-64 for 7-2 record. See story and 
other sports coverage on page 14. 


Community service can enrich college life 


AmeriCorps VISTA member, 
Stevens is working at NECC full- 
time for one year, and he will 
receive a living allowance and an 
education reward for his services. 
The education award can be 
used for several purposes, such as 
paying for loans from previous 
education or to further education. 
In order for a college to have an 
AmeriCorps Vista member, the 
school must apply for the oppor- 

tunity. 
The Massachusetts Campus 
See COMMUNITY, page 5 


Bellairs said. 

But, “It has been made abso- 
lutely clear that he will sign it,” said 
Cathy Sanderson, assistant dean of 
Humanities, “His not signing it is 
one in a thousand.” 

However, Bellairs said, “It is a 
little disappointing that there has 
not been more leadership from the 
[statewide] presidents’ council to 
make the planning for this increase 
more orderly.” 

Bellairs said that the college has 
a plan in place for either a five or 


four course load according to what 
happens with the bill. [fit is passed, 
the full-time faculty will teach five 
courses each, if not, they will teach 
four. 

Bellairs thinks that the adminis- 
trative time spent making two dif- 
ferent plans could have been better 
spent. 

“Presumably, we are prepared 
for this,” Bellairs said, but added, 
“All of this is a hindrance to good 
education and good educational 

See FACULTY, page 5 


Five students show the 
meaning of renaissance 


® LARC brings liberal 
interpretation of TV's 
hit millionaire show to 
NECC campus 


By GEORGE WARD 
Editor 


s a part of the Liberal Arts 
Aztsiznion process at 

NECC, a slice of a hit televi- 
sion craze hit the campus. 

The college’s own version of 
the ABC’s TV show “Who Wants to 
Be Millionaire” helped give five 
lucky students a shot at over $1,200 
in awards to help offset academic 
expenses. NECC's own “Who 
Wants to be a Renaissance Per- 
son” did just that. 

The questions came from the 
Liberal Arts Revitalization Com- 
mittee and varied in difficulty. 
The prize money came from two 
different sources: a $200 donation 
from the NECC bookstore and 
another $1,000 from the Alumni 
Association, Jean Poth and Presi- 
dent Hartleb for educational ex- 
penses. 

Only one of the five contes- 
tants that made it into the final 
session got all the way through 
the eight questions. Kelly Sanborn 
won $800 to put toward her spring 
2001 tuition costs. 

O’Ryan Johnson and Alex Arcisz 
both made it to the to the first 
level ofsuccess, which earned them 


a $100 certificate to the bookstore. 
Cherie Hagen and Anthony 
DiTommaso both made it the sec- 
ond level, which earned them $100 
each from the alumni association 
for education expenses. 

Serving as the Regis Philbin of 
the northeast was Assistant Dean 
of Admissions Steve Sullivan. 
Sullivan showed quickly why he 
was chosen to fill the role of em- 
cee. Sullivan kept the audience 
involved throughout the presen- 
tation. He not only kept them 
involved, but also rolling in the 
aisles in laughter. 

When reading the choices fora 
question asking the weight of the 
average human brain, he com- 
mented it was the average weight 
without the mousse and gel. That 
was one of the many comments 
that kept the crowd in stitches. 

This event was the culmina- 
tion of the semester’s events in 
the college’s mission to revitalize 
the liberal arts. The committee for 
the revitalization is headed by 
Elaine Mawhinney, dance profes- 
sor. 

“This was a lot of fun,” 
Mawhinney said. “This was a trial 
run. Aside from some of the small 
snags, it went very well.” 

Most of the participants kept a 
good sense of humor despite all 
the pressure put on them. Johnson 
surprised the crowd with the reyv- 
elation that like Romulus and 
Remus, who founded Rome, he, 
too, was raised by she-wolves. 
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Has 'The Grinch' 
stolen Christmas? 


If not, he’s at least taken $172 
million away from the stockings 
of our Whoville in the first three 
weeks of his rein. He is not alone 
in his plundering. 

In its first week at theaters, 
Disney’s follow-up to “101 Dalma- 
tians,” “102 Dalmatians,” fetched 
$26.8 million in potential presents 
from under the tree. Combined 
with its merchandising cam- 
paigns, Hollywood has fashioned 
two long-running commercials to 
spur parents into the malls 
through the frenzied demands of 
their kids. 

No doubt, the movies’ entreat- 
ies will fill shopping carts with 
stuffed dogs, be-antlered canines 
and Grinches. But when the glut 
of seasonal shopping has passed 
and the bills arrive, we may see 
spots and wonder how the Grinch 
stole our wallet. 

Is this well-intentioned Yule- 
tide frolicking, or is this evidence 
we ignore the significance of the 
holidays? Is our culture earning 
the title of “consumer-obsessed” 
at the expense of our heritage? 
Have the Grinch and his confeder- 
ates spirited away our traditions? 

The National Retail Federation 
estimates sales are up by about 6 
percent this year. That’s an in- 
crease from the $186 billion spent 
in 1999. On the day after Thanks- 
giving, commencement ofholiday 
shopping has taken on the air of 
the first week of football. 

Media coverage of long lines 
outside stores and undulating 
masses inside depicts these shop- 
pers as belonging to a group col- 
lectively taking part in a signifi- 
cant cultural activity. 

Since these shoppers constitute 
nearly 25 percent of annual retail 
sales, neither vendors nor adver- 
tisers are anxious to turn people 
away from this trend; in fact, 
they’re working harder than Bob 
Cratchit to reinforce a sense of 
ritual surrounding the affair. 

From “Courier and Ives-ish” 
paintings on cookie tins, to the 


reissue of holiday commercials 
from our childhood, the aim of 
marketing specialists is to imbue 
us witha saleable fraternity, whose 


membership is 
purchase.” 

It is not the fickle, mercantile 
convention, nor the gifts we re- 
ceive which are worn, broken or 
forgotten, that gives this season 
importance. That false sense of 
belonging detracts from the wis- 
dom that the body of family and 
friends we value is the actual broth- 
erhood to which we belong. 

During the holidays we vener- 
ate our relationships through our 
customs, and we remember those 
experiences of togetherness, which 
gives us our own unique holiday 
traditions. 

These rituals take place in the 
shadow of the past, with family 
and friends who are present at the 
table and those who remain in our 
thoughts, to create an experience 
that no gift can capture. 

We may also reflect that to a 
certain extent our indulgence is a 
celebration, and our shopping sea- 
son is a gift that America has 
purchased, with many hardships. 

Perhaps it was the intent be- 
hind the efforts of our ancestors 
to guarantee a generation of 
Americans who would not suffer a 
Revolutionary War, a Great De- 
pression or a World War, and who 
would be free to celebrate the 
victories of those trials. 

There is a comfort in believing 
that the success of our culture is 
tribute to their legacy and the 
impression they left on the world, 
not a scar upon their sacrifice. 

Can our national heritage with- 
stand the pursuit of an unabated 
descent to decadence, without be- 
traying that delicate inheritance? 
Perhaps we should retreat to amore 
passive style of spending to ensure 
that after the holidays, our dimin- 
ished bank balances don’t also re- 
flect a deficit in spirit. 
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COOTER, LEGOS, 
ESDENe SKATES... 


What was the most unusual gift 
you ve received? 


Steve Couture, Liberal Arts 
“I got a card that said ‘you stink’.” 


Photos by O'Ryan Johnson and Nick Patrie 


Jessica Barry, Dance Major 
“T got a poop-color brown sweater 
that didn't even fit me.” 


Shareem Pour-Ali 
“My best friend gave me an over- 
sized paper clip.” 


Andy Chipman, Liberal Arts 

“IT work at Blockbuster Video and 
got a $25 Blockbuster Video gift 
certificate.” (Blockbuster 
employees get free rentals) 


Doreen Brothers 

“Arotten banana. My siotie: used 
to put fruit in our stockings, and it 
turned rotten.” 


Heather Gynan, undecided 
“I got a wrapped up coat hanger. 
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Going big: A sno 


@ It's more spiritual 
than skiing, plus my 
knees don't hurt 


By LON JACKMAN 
Staff Reporter 


he cold December mornings 

| that freeze your nostrils are 

here, and it’s time to put the 

mountain bikes away for winter 

hibernation because it’s 
snowboarding season. 

So as I sleep and dream of go- 
ing big off some oversized death 
ramp, I better wake up because 
my boards haven’t been tuned yet. 

It’s not too late to get down to 
the board shop for a good tune-up, 
and don’t wait too long because if 
you do, you'll be stuck waiting 
until after Christmas to get your 
edges sharpened. 

I'm not sure if you share the 
passion of dragging your knuckles 
like I do, but Id like to tell you 
about a day in the life of a 
snowboarder, like myself. 

I usually wake up before it’s 
light out because in all honesty, 
unless you want to go to Bradford, 
you have at least a two hour ride. 
The whole group of us piles into a 
vehicle and sets off on what seems 
to be a religious experience. 

Iusually am back asleep before 
we hit 93 north, unless of course, 


I’ve been the chosen leader of the 
crusade and have the privilege of 
driving, which I avoid at all costs. 

When we do get to the moun- 
tain, everyone puts on their warm 
clothes and buys tickets. We sit 
around for a while because even 
though we woke up a few hours 
ago, you don’t actually wake up 
until the cold air freezes your nos- 
trils on the way up the lift. 

When I get in line for the lift, I 
always make it seem as if it’s my 
first time. If you’re asking your- 
self,.“Why does he do this,” I’ll tell 
you: It’s to scare the skiers away. 

See, skiers for the most part 
consider themselves superior be- 
cause skiing has been around a lot 
longer. Their attitude basically is 
what I like to call Cro-Mag, be- 
cause they haven’t evolved yet to 
accept the fact that snowboarding 
will prevail. 

I have no problem with skiers 
unless they have a problem with 
me, because, believe it or not, I 
skied for 13 years before my friends 
pushed me to try snowboarding. I 
was hooked after the first time and 
decided to sell my skis that season. 
Believe it or not, snowboarding is 
way more spiritual, and my knees 
didn’t hurt at the end of the day. 

Another problem is that the 
ramps were not designed for 
snowboarding. It’s easy to fall be- 
cause the pitch coming off the lift is 


Why we need a 
theater on campus 


By LUISA MEJIA 
Staff Reporter 


Te truth is that there is very 
little space on the NECC 
Haverhill campus for fine 
arts activities, and this has tre- 
mendously limited and con- 
strained the fine arts department. 

When the original plan was set 
out to build what is today the 
Haverhill campus, it included a 
fine arts building, which, due to 
budgetary constraints, was elimi- 
nated. 

Instead the fine arts depart- 
ment has been squeezed into Spurk 
(C Building), which, if you ask me, 
is clustered already. 

All throughout the college’s 
history, professors and students 
have raised the issue of the lim- 
ited space for fine arts and have 
complained of the restricted num- 
ber of activities fine art students 
can perform. 

About two years ago a plan was 
finally approved to build what was 
to be a high tech/fine arts build- 
ing. But this is not the plan any- 
more. 

“Bit by bit the fine arts compo- 
nent has been eaten away,” said 
Jim Murphy, performing arts pro- 
fessor. “(This) is very sad because, 
the space we enjoy now, although 
very valuable to us, has maxed 
out.” 

According to Prof. Murphy, 
events such as Transfer College 
Day and having important guest 
speakers like Sen. Edward Kennedy 
have proven that NECC is in des- 


perate need for a bigger audito- 
rium. 

The limited space challenges 
not only the performing arts de- 
partment, but also the dance de- 
partment, which has been forced 
to occupy the gym, and the music 
department, which, on occasions, 
uses the library for its perfor- 
mances. 

Although it is important that 
NECC keep up with the high tech 
world around it, we must not for- 
get that the arts are a way of 
expression, and that they should 
always be an important part of 
education. 

Like Prof. Murphy said, “The 
arts are a way of thinking. They are 
also a way of understanding and 
enriching the world around us.” 

“Through the arts,” he said, 
“students learn skills that will help 
them in the future. Arts should 
have an ample space that wel- 
comes students.” 

In an attempt to include a fine 
arts component in the new build- 
ing, the performing arts depart- 
ment performed Dickens’ “A 
Christmas Carol” to raise funds. 

“A Christmas Carol” was shown 
at the Top Notch Theater from 
Dec. 8 through Dec. 10. Tickets 
were sold at the door, and all three 
shows were anticipated to sell out. 

The theater group and the fine 
arts department deserves our sup- 
port. With “A Christmas Carol,” 
the campus community took ad- 
vantage of the opportunity to cel- 
ebrate the joy of Christmas and 
the joy of arts. 


always pretty steep. This is all right 
because you can usually take out a 
few of the skiers that think they 
own the mountain, and once you’re 
connected to the board its all fun 
and games, so we all have fun. 

Once your A.T.P. (Adenosine 
Triphosphate) level has run low, 
and your belly is screaming “feed 
me” because you have run low on 
energy, it’s time to go to church. 
In my opinion, church to a 
snowboarder or a skier is that bar 
that holds the many drunken war 
stories of the past and future. 

I usually bring my own lunch 
because of the high cost of resort 
foods, and because I’d much rather 
spend my money on alcohol. I’m 
not promoting its use, but alcohol 
consumption on the mountain is 
simply a fact. The bar is the most 
crowded spot in the lodge. See, 
alcohol doesn’t just warm me up, 
it also helps me try more daring 
stunts, and, like a drunken fool, 
fall with a greater amount of ease. 

In the old days, they’d give pa- 
tients some whiskey and a stick to 
put in their mouths to take the 
edge off. I'd like to just use the 
whiskey and throw away the stick. 
A barrel of brandy also was often 
placed under the neck of rescue 
dogs, which should remind you 
that alcohol hasn’t always been 
used exclusively by college stu- 
dents to kill brain cells. 

Now, throughout the rest of 
the day, you'll do what 
snowboarding was meant for, go- 
ing big. See, I joke about the rush 


makes his 


from alcohol, but there is no bet- 
ter drug than landing a sick jump. 
The adrenaline rush would make 
a crack head quit and start using 
God’s powder: snow. 

That’s the basics of a day in the 
life of a knuckle-dragger, but I 
would also like to talk about the 
mountains with special passes 
being offered. Last year I bought 
the “threedom pass,” which con- 
sisted of access to Loon Mountain, 
Waterville Valley and Cranmore. I 
thought this was a good idea, and 
it was, until every single person in 
New England bought the same 
pass. 

It cost $250 last year and 
jumped to $650 this year, which to 
a college student like myself is 
highway robbery. So this year I 
looked around and found a pass 
that was offered a little further 
up, but well worth the drive. 


case 


Lon Jackman photo 


The pass is fora mountain ina 
small town called Burke, Vt. You 
can’t underestimate the pass be- 
cause it also offers full admission 
to Jay Peak, and, if that isn’t 
enough to get you stimulated, 
then realize that you get three 
free passes to Cannon Mountain 
and three to Bretton Woods. And, 
when you’ve used these up, the 
two mountains offer half price 
tickets from that point on. 

If that didn’t get your atten- 
tion, the price will. Believe it or 
not, the pass for all four of these 
wonderful mountains, with a col- 
lege ID, is only $250. You cannot 
beat this price. 

If you want more information 
on this great deal, explore Burke 
Mountain’s Web site: 
www.skiburke.com, send email to: 
info@skiburke.com, or call 1-802- 
626-3322. 


Part-Time Package Handler and Part-Time Student 


“The best thing about being a part-time loader at UPS is getting paid great 
money and staying fit from the physical workout you get on the job? 


Students who work part-time at the UPS Chelmsford facility 
can recelve up to $23,000" in college education assistance 
with the UPS Earn & Learn program! 


Working as 8 part-time loader, this employee discovered that her part-time position 
at UPS benefits her physical well being as much as her bank account. "H's great. 
Why waste your lime working out when you can get this benefit on the job and 
get paid for #? For me and many others, this job beais sitting around behind a 


desk somawhere.” 


UPS offers much more than you'd expect from a part-time job, like great 
starting pay, set work schedules, weekly paychecks and lote of great benefits. 


Future plans include attending e@ four-year university and eventually getting a 
Master's degree in Sociology. In the meantime, the extra money helps offset the 
fising cost of tuition and books, allowing her io keep on track with her education 
goals. "With great starting pay and up to $23,000 through the UPS Earn & 
Learn college education assistance program, it just doesn't get any better than 
this in a part-time job!" 

Take it from our employees -- UPS is the best part-time job you'll ever have! 


See our UPS Recruiter at the following locations: 


LAWRENCE 

VALLEY WORKS CAREER CENTER 
Tuesday & Thuraday from 1PM - 4PM 
11 Lawrence St, Lawrence 


HAVERHILL 

VALLEY WORKS CAREER CENTER 
Monday & Tuesday from Noon - 4PM 
80 Merrimack St, Haverhill 


SALEM D.E.S. 
Wednesday from 2PM-4PM 


29 S. Broadway, Salam, NH 


Equal Opportunty Employer 
*UPS Eam & Learn Program 


guidelines apply. 


Bes cam 


www.upsjobs.com 
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Gore must not win 


@ Despite outcome, Gore's 
conduct should disqualify 
his campaign 


By O’RYAN JOHNSON 


Opinion Editor 


he recent remand by the U.S. Su 
preme Court of the Florida Supreme 
Court’s election decision set into mo- 
tion a series of events culminating Monday 
in the rehearing and retrial of the matters 
surrounding the presidential election, the 
longest and most complex in United States 
history. 

At question is the authority of the 
Florida Supreme Court in its interpreta- 
tion (or recreation) of Florida statute. 
This was brought about by the go, no-go 
recount of 43,432 “undervoted” Florida 
ballots. 

On Dec. 9, the Supreme Court affirmed 
“a petition of stay” submitted by George 
W. Bush, on the grounds that the Florida 
Supreme Court’s decision to divine the 
intent of mildly molested “chads” consti- 
tuted irreparable harm to Bush’s cam- 
paign. 

In affirming the five-justice majority 
opinion, Justice Antonin Scalia wrote, 
“The counting of votes that are of ques- 
tionable legality does in my view threaten 
irreparable harm to [the] petitioner.” 

His decision came in the wake of the 
Friday shocker that the Florida Supreme 
Court was going out on its own and 
defying the Supreme Court, the U. S. 
Constitution, and its own state’s legisla- 
ture when it decided to have, “All coun- 
ties that have not conducted a manual 
recount or tabulation of the under votes 
in this election to do so forthwith.” 

Why was this a judicial coup? Because 
the U. S. Supreme Court found, “If the 
state legislature has provided for final 
determination of contests or controver- 
sies by a law made prior to election day, 
that determination shall be conclusive...” 

Therefore the lower court attempted 
to kill three birds of democracy with one 
stone. Ifit had been allowed to continue 
the recount, they would have been in 
defiance of their own legislature’s deter- 
mination on the matter and in contradic- 
tion of their earlier finding. 

The Florida House and Senate had 
ratified Nov. 14 as the final day for reso- 
lution of contests or controversies. The 
Florida Court’s original ruling extended 
that date to the 26th, and thwarted the 
rule of law. 

Given a chance at redemption when 
the U.S. Supreme Court sent the case 
back to the state court, the Florida 
supremes again set a second deadline 
against and the will of the people by 
circumventing their elected representa- 
tives. 

The will of the people had been an 
idea jealously guarded by Gore at the 
beginning of the campaign, but in 
Clintonian fashion, it was tossed aside 
for the sake of convenience in pursuit of 
victory. 

This is to say nothing of the fact that, 
in the federal court’s earlier conclusion, 
the benevolent and kindly worded repri- 
mand to the Florida court stated, “The 
case is remanded for further proceedings 
not inconsistent with this opinion.” (em- 
phasis added) 

As their decision was not only incon- 
sistent, but as a result wholly unconsti- 
tutional, we are left to conclude that the 
unanimously Democratic lower court was 
bent on winning this election for Gore, 
and was more concerned with miscast 
ballots than preserving the democracy 


that fully cast votes represent. 

Don’t allow yourselves to be fooled. 
The Democrats know they lost, but in 
order to salvage any credibility for their 
party and prove that a cretin from Texas 
could not legitimately defeat Clinton’s 
vice-president, they will have to drag the 
country through the mud. 

Gore is showing the dimple in his 
“chad” by obviously hoping to play on 
uncertainty and ambiguity to win this 
election. He hopes to win not through 
the will of the voters, but through the 
intent of the ignorant. 

Their reliance on the nebulous above 
the incontrovertible is further proven by 
the Democrats’ willingness to discount 
the military ballot. Where the intent is 
clear, where there is no edge given Gore 
through the mental telepathy of election 
volunteers, the silence in the Florida 
courthouse regarding absentee ballots is 
deafening. 

It should give us pause, the staggering 
moral bankruptcy that must be present 
in an institution, devoid even of a pip of 
ethics or consistency, where both are 
called on daily for the execution and 
protection of our democracy, that they 
should be so callous to side with a cam- 
paign that is so irresponsibly ruthless as 
to deny the rights and wishes of the men 
and women who defend our right to vote. 

How can Gore and his cronies in the 
Florida Supreme court be so blatantly 
contradictory as to remain silent on this 
issue? 

If every vote was meant to count, if 
every vote mattered, if every one, whether 
hanging chad or dimpled chad, was to 
have a say in this election, then what 
about those uncounted Florida votes that 
had no chad to dimple, and no chad to 
hang? 

Avote where the intent was as clear as 
the names on the Vietnam Memorial, as 
clear as those names hallowed by sacri- 
fice in the formation of our Republic 
must count. 

Every soldier who has died in a foreign 
country was a single vote electing our 
democracy, and protecting its survival. 
Every letter on U.S. Department of De- 
fense stationary to a widow, or mother, 
telling them that their husband or son 
would not be coming home was a ballot 
cast for freedom. Is Al Gore saying a 
soldier may die for our rights, but not 
have a say in observing them? We should 
be ashamed. 

If Gore had a moral premise, this 
alone should have caused him to capitu- 
late to concession. If there remained a 
sense of outrage among us, we would 
have demanded it. If the military, unlike 
Al Gore, didn’t respect the Constitution, 
they would have forced it. But of course 
aman who reverts to such tactics has no 
ethical basis, nor do his appointed pup- 
pets. Hence the mess we trudge through 
again. 

Thankfully the madness should end 
on Friday, with the state’s electors cast- 
ing their votes for president. With luck, 
the torch Al Gore has carried for the 
presidency will extinguish itself in the 
moral vacuum of his character. 

As a final thought, isn’t it interesting 
that in each step of this process, the Gore 
camp has had to call on the most bril- 
liant legal minds to find the most ob- 
scure references, to scour Florida look- 
ing for the disenfranchised voter, to play 
the race card through Jesse Jackson, to 
create the most elaborate arguments, 
where, in the end, all the Bush side has 
had to defend themselves with is the 
Constitution? There need be no further 
proof of that document’s greatness. 


Counting all Gore's votes 
is the right thing to do 


By NICK PATRIE 
Arts Editor 


he election fiasco continues with a 
fight that goes all the way to the 
highest court in the country. Why all 

of this is required is beyond me. 

Bush is winning by a small margin, and 
he wishes to leave it that way by leaving 
questionable, yet valid, Florida ballots un- 
counted, yet he wants to count late overseas 


ballots. 


Al Gore feels that the invalid overseas 
ballots should be left alone and the legally 
cast Florida ballots be counted, because it is 
the right thing to do. 

The controversy about the Florida ballots 
is the “chad” phenomenon. When the Florida 
punch cards are punched, the chad is what is 
punched out of the card. Questionable bal- 
lots are the cards in which the chads are 
“impregnated” or “dented” or “halfpunched.” 
Some of the partially punched chads are 
potential votes for Gore. 

The way I look at it is, these ballots were 
punched by the voting deadline and some- 
body obviously punched the chad and it 
didn’t fall through due to mechanical error. 
The fact that these votes may not be counted 
is a travesty of the American Constitution. 

On the other hand, the overseas ballots 
that were deemed invalid cannot be counted. 
Iflaw has deemed them invalid then let it be 
so. I mean, it is law. 

You all may want to kill me for that 
statement, but Al Gore’s proposal for the 
official recount including all questionable 


to join our team. 


* Relief Staff 
¢ Residential Counselors 
Please forward your resume to: 


Our Opportunities Are As Extraordinary As Our Days 
Earn Extra Money While Going To School! 


North Suffolk Mental Health Association is a non-profit company in 
the business of providing community-based services for children, 
adults and families who are confronting emotional difficulties. mental 
ilness, developmental disabilities and substance abuse. 

We want people who are looking to give back to their community 


We are seeking candidates for the following positions: 


° Awake Overnight Staff 


North Suffolk Mental Health Association, 
College Recruiting, 301 Broadway, Chelsea, 
MA 02150; Fax: (617) 889-4635; 
| Email: gethired@northsu ffolk.org. 
| We are an equal opportunity employer. 


ballots really makes a lot of sense to me. The 
ballots have not been deemed illegal. They 
must be interpreted and counted. No ques- 
tion. 

I am not totally partisan on this issue. I 
hate politics, and [just want this whole thing 
to be over. I look at both sides as being 
childish and desperate. He may not win the 
election, but I also think that as futile as this 
proposal may be, Al Gore should win in the 
Supreme Court. It is the most simple thing to 
ask, and it is the right thing to do. 


Conveniently located at Routes 
110 & 125 
310 Main Street 


TERT AL REAL FES 
ASSOCIATION 
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Faculty spill the beans at brown bag luncheon 


By ED HUDSON 
News Editor 


Faculty and administrators recently aired 
their concerns during a brown bag luncheon 
held by NECC President David Hartleb. Some 
oftheir concerns matched those of the NEASC 
meetings, such as the proportion of minority 
and full-time employees and a concern for 
outcomes. 

Other things discussed were the decreas- 
ing number of non-traditional-age students 
at the college and the abilities of traditional- 
age students. These were a few of the main 
topics covered during the hour long meeting 
Nov. 21 in the social sciences lounge in Spurk 
building. 

Arthur Barlas, chair of the history & gov- 
ernment department, asked Hartleb if NECC 
planned to hire additional full-time instruc- 
tors. 

“The strategic plan says we are going to 
hire more full-time faculty,” Barlas said. He 
pointed out that the history and government 
department has only three to three- and-a- 
half full-time instructors for day courses 
being taught at the college. Barlas said he 
feels at least two more are needed. 

He brought to Hartleb’s attention that 
this is not the only department with such 
problems. Barlas said that he is “hearing talk 
from people from programs that feel threat- 
ened.” 

Joseph LeBlanc, English professor, agreed, 
saying the college needs to hire more full- 
time faculty. 

“This place needs an infusion of new 
blood in the worst way,” he said. 

LeBlanc also said he does believe that 
D.CE. instructors have a legitimate role to 
play at NECC. These are instructors who are 
either part-time instructors a full-time in- 
~ structors who opt to teach a class and over- 
load. Leblanc said he believes that it is an 
appropriate role to be played, but he does not 
agree to the extent with which they are used. 

The amount that a student pays to the 
college for a D.C.E. course stays with the 
college and allows the college to help pay for 
other things. Unlike with a D.C_E. course, the 
amount a student pays for a course taught by 
a full-time instructor goes to the State Trea- 


sury, which does not allow the college to 
control those funds. 

Frank DeSarro, ESL professor, pointed out 
the need, also, for greater minority adminis- 
tration members at the college. 

But Hartleb said, “We seem to find them, 
but can’t agree on a price.” 

Barlas had another concern for the lower- 
ing number of non-traditional-age students 
who have been attending NECC. Although it 
depends on the program, they tend to come 
at night. He feels that traditional-age stu- 
dents need more help these days and more 
study skills. 

“Tt makes a difference if you just have a 
handful of non-traditional students in the 
classroom,” he said. DeSarro agreed. He said 
he feels that it enriches younger students. 
LeBlanc, however, disagreed. 

“I think the kids [traditional-age students] 
are just fine,” he said. 

Barbara Stachniewicz, English and for- 
eign languages department chair, agreed 
with LeBlanc. 

“These are really active students and en- 
gaged students,” she said. “It is the wrong 
perception.” 

DeSarro also admitted that this view could 
be the wrong perception, because he said, 
“they [traditional-age students] have life ex- 
perience that some of us older people don’t 
have.” 

Barlas still disagreed. 

“They need more help, and are less en- 
gaged,” he said. He commented that he is not 
seeing focused reading from these students 
and does not feel that they are reading 
enough. 

“They don’t have a love ofreading,” Barlas 
said. “They don’t enjoy it. It is painful for 
them.” He feels that it is “a different culture.” 

Barlas said he feels that NECC is seeing 
less non-traditional-age students because they 
are working now while the economy is so 
good. 

“In the end, some of this just happens,” 
Hartleb said. 

But Barlas also said NECC does not offer a 
full degree program at night, although it was 
pointed out that the RN program is an excep- 
tion. 

Hartleb agreed that this is something that 


Community service on campus 


@ continued from page 1 


Compact (MACC) program is an opportu- 
nity for colleges to become involved in an 
excellent source for promoting community 
service and leadership, and it allows for 
students to network with several other 
colleges in the greater Boston area, such as 
MIT, Northeastern University, and Fitchburg 
State College. 

Some of the opportunities the Career 
Development Center has to offer to stu- 
dents include mentoring and tutoring pro- 
grams and volunteer work at places such as 
local hospitals, shelters, and schools. Stu- 
dents can use these different options for 
community service, work-study, or co-op. 

A new program the CDL has to offer is a 
mentoring program, which was started by 
Anne Tremblay. This program offers stu- 
dents the opportunity to be a mentor for a 
younger student, from high school for ex- 
ample, for 1-2 hours a week. Stevens said 
that this new program was “exciting” be- 
cause benefits both students involved, es- 
pecially the younger student, because the 
mentor could share his/her experiences 
about college and become an older friend 
for the young student to look up to. 

One of the tutoring programs the CDL 
has to offer is the S.M.LL.E. (students moti- 
vated in literacy education) program. With 
this program, students have the opportu- 
nity to work with elementary or middle 


school students from the area to help tutor 
subjects such as reading and math. The 
CDL provides training for students and 
requires a student to participate in the 
program for at least a semester. This is a 
program than can be used for work-study, 
that students are paid $7/hour for, or for co- 
op education, which allows the student to 
earn up to 3 credits. Another option is for 
the student to participate as a volunteer for 
community service, which could be put on 
his/her resume. 

Thinking back on his tutoring experi- 
ence during his college years, Stevens said 
that he developed several skills, such as 
communication skills, listening skills, and 
interpersonal skills. He gained experience 
by working with a diverse group of people, 
and he developed self-confidence. “By do- 
ing hands-on work and reflecting on what 
I was doing, I enhanced and brought to life 
the things I was learning in class,” Stevens 
said about the significance of his experi- 
ence. He added that not only do the stu- 
dents benefit by gaining experience and 
skills, but they benefit by having the oppor- 
tunity to add something more to their 
resumes. By working with other people 
they have contacts for recommendations 
when furthering their careers or education. 

For further information about the op- 
portunities the CDL has to offer, call Anne 
Tremblay (556-3726) or Eric Stevens (556- 
3725), located in room C-300. 


should be worked on. 

“If we [NECC] really go all out and run 
programs at night, we can really explode,” he 
said, “I certainly am going to be pushing for 
that.” 

Yet another concern was that of out- 
comes. “How is this college going to put its 
hands around outcomes?” LeBlanc asked. 

Outcomes determine how the college 
knows what a student has learned at the end 
of a class. 

LeBlanc had also raised concerns that 
students are in over their heads, taking on a 
full course load in addition to having a life 
outside of school. He questioned whether 
there is a structure or policy in place that 
encourages a student to take a full course 
load. 

The college has a goal to increase full- 
time enrollment. LeBlanc questioned if the 


Faculty contract 


@ continued from page 1 
planning.” 

But according Sanderson, most liberal 
arts faculty members are looking at a signifi- 
cant salary increase, including compensa- 
tion and a set salary for the next three years. 
The increase is supposed to be retroactive to 
July 2000. 

On average this means around $1,000 
more a month, and possibly $10,000 more 
per year. 

Bellairs said the full-time faculty salaries 
have been so low for so long the increase was 
necessary, but she is just sorry that it wasn’t 
offered solely for deserving it. 

“There certainly are faculty members who 
disagree with [the increased course load],” 
Sanderson said. But, “it varies from depart- 
ment to department.” 

According to Sanderson, the majority of 
English faculty members were not happy 
about the additional course because of the 
increased amount of student papers that will 
have to be read and graded. 

“English faculty will be assuming a major 
extra burden,” Bellairs said. 

But many instructors “realize they need 
the money,” Sanderson said. 

According to Sanderson, in all of history 
the legislature has never said they will not 
fund a contract. “But sometimes it takes a 
long time to get through,” she said. 

She said, “There is hope that funding will 
come before the beginning of January.” But 
if that does not happen, concerns may start 
to arise. “This is the problem area.” 

Bellairs said, “I think that all faculty will 
do the best they can to maintain the quality 
of their teaching and courses but under 
much more difficult circumstances.” She 
added, “I think that it decreases the quality 


college ends up encouraging people to take 
more ofa course load than they can handle. 

One of the other subjects brought up at 
the meeting was how the honors experi- 
ence program was looking for someone to 
teach about the city of Lowell and its mills. 

DeSarro then said, speaking of the cul- 
tural environment, that he had an “idea for 
at least one day per semester to share 
information to overcome discrimination.” 
An idea that will encourage students “to be 
open and accepting,” and to promote 
“greater diversity,” he said. 

Judith Kamber, director of staff develop- 
ment, pointed out the existence of the 
Cultural Diversity Committee at the col- 
lege. 

“Some things are done here and there,” 
DeSarro said, but the college is “not follow- 
ing through.” 
awaits funding 
of what is being offered.” 

“They don’t understand that there is prepa- 
ration for classes,” Bellairs said, referring to 
the Board of Higher Education and the legis- 
lature and “sometimes the local administra- 
tors.” 

If something goes wrong with the fund- 
ing of the contract, and the faculty is kept at 
its present course load, “That is 14 classes I 
would have to cover at the beginning of 
January,” Sanderson said. “I’d be here Janu- 
ary 2nd on the phone all day calling adjunct 
faculty members for the spring term.” 

That is 14 classes that would have to be 
covered in the Humanities department alone, 
although Sanderson did point out that the 
English department is the most extreme 
example. 

According to Sanderson, the faculty has 
been distressed by not knowing whether they 
have to order books for a fifth class or not. But 
she said the faculty has been told to ordera book 
for a fifth class on the assumption that even if 
they do not go to five courses, an adjunct 
instructor will be able to use it. 

She said, “The degree of uncertainty has 
been disconcerting to faculty and even those 
administrators who schedule faculty for 
classes.” 

“Now that it is out of the conference 
committee, I don’t think that the faculty is 
too restless about this not happening any- 
more,” Sanderson said. 

“Fortunately it looks to be very certain 
that it will be five classes,” she said. “I was 
very nervous about how things would work.” 

But, she continued, “Everyone has always 
agreed that it will happen, the big question 
is just when.” 

Bellairs said, “I hope it happens fast. It 
should have happened last summer.” 


The Museum of Fine Arts 
[$ SALES ASSOCIATES $$$ 


* The Museum af Fine Arts, Besten 
* Copley Place Mali, Basten 
* Faneuil Hall Marketplace, Bosten 
* Chestnut Hill Mall 
* Burlington Mall 


Temporary part-time or full-time shifts availabla now in our gift Shops. Assist with Fall/Holiday sales of 
merchandise inspired by artwork exhibited at the Museum of Fine Aris, Boston. Apply to the gift shop 


of your cheive or apply to Hernan Resources. 


Generous gift merchandise discounts and free admission te the new DANGEROUS CURVES guitar 
collection exhibit. 


Please send resume or apply in person at Museum of Fine Aris, Human 
Resources Department, Staff Entrance (shipping/receiving area), 

465 Huntingion Avenud, Boston, MA 02115, between {GAM and 4PM, Mon-Fri. 
Fax: 617.247.2312. Visit our website at wvnv.milaorg/jobs. if interested in 
employment at our Gift Catalog Distribution Center incated in Avon, 
Massachusetts, please call Richard Gates at 568.584.5505 ext. 760. 

We are an equal opportunity employer committed to diversity 
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: SELL YOUR BOOKS : 
‘AT THE BOOKSTORE. 
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| 


COME IN DURING 
FINALS WEEK TO 


GET THE MOST CASH 


IF YOUR BOOK IS BEING 
USED NEXT SEMESTER 
YOU CAN GET 

HALF BACK. 


IF NOT, THEN YOU 
STILL MIGHT GET THE 
NATIONAL WHOLESALE 
PRICE FOR YOUR USED 
BOOK. 
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Mass. colleges get 'D' for 


affordable education 


@ Officials want to 
financially support 
public schools 


BOSTON (AP) — Massachusetts re- 
ceived top marks for preparing stu- 
dents for college, but it was near 
failing in making that college educa- 
tion affordable, according to a new 
national report on higher education. 

The report, released by the Na- 
tional Center for Public Policy and 
Higher Education, gave the state A’s 
for preparing kids for college, the 
percentage who go on to college 
after high school and the percentage 
who stay to earn their degrees. 

But the report card was marred 
by a D grade in affordability. 

The report blasted the state for 
offering low levels of financial aid to 
low-income students attending private 
schools. It also cited high tuition rates. 

“Even after you take out financial 
aid available for the private four-year 
colleges in Massachusetts, they’re 
very expensive,” said Will Doyle, se- 
nior policy analyst with the center. 
“Tt is significantly more expensive to 
attend college there than it is ina lot 
of other places.” 

According to the study, 51 per- 
cent of the students enrolled in the 
state go to private schools, where 
tuition can cost up to 79 percent ofa 
family’s annual income. 

Clare Cotton, head ofthe Associa- 
tion of Independent Colleges and 
Universities in Massachusetts, 
blamed the state’s reliance on heavily 


endowed private schools for the low 
levels of financial aid provided to 
students who attend private schools. 

“Massachusetts does a poor job 
providing for low-income students,” 
he said. “We have so many well- 
endowed private institutions that 
have sufficient funds to take care of 
their students, the state has gotten 
used to the fact that it doesn’t have 
to pay for them.” 

While the state provides little 
financial support for private schools, 
state grants allow the neediest stu- 
dents to attend classes for free at the 
state’s public colleges. 

If the report looked at just public 
colleges and universities, the result- 
ing grade would have been much 
higher, said Board of Higher Educa- 
tion Chancellor Judith Gill. 

“Theyre looking at public and 
private higher education together,” 
she said. “If it was just public in the 
report, we would be getting an At.” 

The state budget for the 2000 
fiscal year included $69 million in 
grants and tuition waivers to help 
the neediest students attending pub- 
lic colleges. During that same time 
period, $46 million in grants were 
made available to private school stu- 
dents. 

While private school tuition has 
risen steadily at a rate of about 4 
percent a year, the state Board of 
Higher Education has lowered tu- 
ition each year at public schools for 
the past four years. 

Since the 1995-96 school year, 
tuition and fees have gone down an 


average of 5 percent at the Univer- 
sity of Massachusetts, 10.5 percent 
at state colleges, and 13.5 percent at 
community colleges. 

And students whose families earn 
an annual income of less than 
$32,000 can attend either commu- 
nity or state college for free through 
the state’s Access Grant Program. 

State Sen. Robert Antonioni (D- 
Leominster) said lawmakers con- 
sciously push the bulk of the finan- 
cial aid money toward the state sys- 
tem to make higher education more 
accessible. 

“There are more low-income fami- 
lies whose sons and daughters go to 
public schools than privates because 
of the affordability factor,” he said. 
“There is a natural sense that if we 
provide more to the publics, we'll 
assist more students.” 

The state also received top marks 
in the report for its preparation of 
students. 

In total, 91 percent of the state’s 
18 to 24 year olds have a high school 
degree; 59 percent of high schoolers 
take at least one upper level math 
course; and 54 percent of ninth- 
graders enroll in a college four years 
after their freshman year in high 
school. 

And once they get to college, 
students have continued success, 
according to the report. 

Eighty-three percent of freshmen 
at four-year schools return their 
sophomore year, and 65 percent earn 
their bachelor’s degree within five 
years, the report said. 


Holiday feast on campus 


Barbara Polletta photo 
NECC CELEBRATION: Holiday party on NECC's Haverhill 
campus embraces multi-cultural holiday season with tradi- 
tional foods from many different cultures. Information was 
available on the traditions and festivities involved in the 
celebration of Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, and Ramadan. 


Student columnist questioned after threatening Clinton 


LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — A humor 
columnist for the University of Ne- 
braska-Lincoln student newspaper 
was questioned by Secret Service 
agents Tuesday after she threat- 
ened to shoot President Clinton, 
three days before his visit to Ne- 
braska. 

Two agents met with Daily Ne- 
braskan columnist Karen Brown, 
22, at the sandwich shop where she 
works to discuss the threat, a fed- 
eral offense. 

“T honestly didn’t know it was 
illegal,” Brown told the Lincoln Jour- 
nal Star. “You're not taught that. I 
know it’s common sense, and I 
know I didn’t use common sense. I 
realize it was my error in judg- 
ment, as well as my editor’s.” 


In her column, the Kimball na- 
tive asked Clinton to grant clem- 
ency to Leonard Peltier, an Ameri- 
can Indian leader who is serving 
consecutive life sentences for the 
1975 murders of two FBI agents on 
the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation 
in South Dakota. 

“You promised you would re- 
lease (Peltier) during your presi- 
dency and, well, sir, I believe your 
eight years is almost up, and the 
lame duck is about to be shot. Ha, 
ha, ha; I mean it, literally,” she 
wrote. 

“You see, I have a pistol in my 
pocket, and although I think you’re 
a smart, generally well-meaning 
man, I will shoot you in the elbow 
unless you free him.” 


She said agents asked if her 
reference to the pistol was meta- 
phorical. 

“Tt’s not ametaphor, andit’s not 
literal,” she told the newspaper. 
“It’s sarcasm.” 

A Secret Service spokesman said 
the U.S. Attorney’s office in Omaha 
has been advised of the case, and it 
is up to them to pursue it further. 

Threatening to kill, kidnap or 
inflict bodily harm to the president 
carries penalties up to five years in 
prison, a fine or both, said Tom 
Bowe, head of the Secret Service 
office in Omaha. 

Bowe said his office received 
calls expressing concerns for 
Clinton’s safety after reading the 
column. 


UVM responds to rash of anti-gay graffiti 


BURLINGTON, Vt. (AP) — A rash of 
anti-gay graffiti and other inci- 
dents at the University of Ver- 
mont has prompted school offi- 
cials to respond. 

In recent weeks, faculty have 
read statements in their classes 
condemning the behavior. Stu- 
dents have received letters with 
the same message. 

Since August, the university has 
recorded 16 incidents of hate 
speech, graffiti and vandalism — 
all targeting gays and lesbians — 
ranging from insults and taunts 
to death threats. 

They include phrases such as 


“die dike,” “lesbians should be beat 
on” and “welcome home fags” 
written on message boards and 
ceiling tiles in residence halls. 

A typed death threat was sent 
to the offices of Lesbian, Gay, Bi- 
sexual, Transgender, Questioning 
and Allies Services, and a student 
found a note under her door that 
read: “We will kill you lesbian.” 

In November, UVM deans dis- 
tributed a letter to faculty that 
reiterated the school’s nondiscrimi- 
nation policy and included a state- 
ment for to read to their students. 

“Acts of bias, prejudice, dis- 
crimination, hatred and violence 


originate in fear and ignorance 
and undermine the very purpose 
of our university,” the officials 
wrote. 

University spokesman Enrique 
Corredera said the increase of these 
incidents might be related to re- 
cent discord in the state regarding 
the civil-union issue. 

“It’s hard to imagine the cli- 
mate created in the state over civil 
unions would not have had an 
impact on the campus,” he said. 

A second, similar letter was 
distributed Nov. 29 by the 
university’s Inter Residence Asso- 
ciation. Both letters encouraged 


The newspaper’s editor, Sarah 
Baker, said she did not read the 
column before it printed. The opin- 
ion page editor, Samuel McKewon, 
did not return phone calls to the 
Journal Star. The Daily Nebraskan 
is an independent, student-run 
newspaper. 

Though she claimed she is a 
Clinton supporter, Brown said she 
is now afraid to attend Clinton’s 
visit to Kearney. She had intended 
to hold a “Free Leonard Peltier” 
sign. 

‘Tm not going to go, because 
I’m scared,” she said. “I’ve already 
made Leonard Peltier lookbad. That 
is not what I was trying to do, and 
I feel horrible.” 


on campus 


anyone witnessing discriminatory 
or hateful acts to report them to 
officials or police. 

Jill Tarule, dean of the College 
of Education and Social Services, 
said she hopes the letters will help 
curb the recent events so that all 
students feel secure. 

“A community really has a re- 
sponsibility to all its members to 
ensure that they are all treated 
with respect and dignity,” she said. 

“The degree and the level of 
vituperativeness are something I 
haven’t seen before,” said Tarule, 
who has been at the university for 
nine years. 


$8,000 raise for 
Berkshire president 
PITTSFIELD (AP) — Berkshire Com- 
munity College trustees have voted 
to give college President Barbara 
Viniar an $8,000-a-year raise. The 
7.1 percent increase will bring 
Viniar’s salary to $122,000. She 
currently makes $114,000. 

Trustees also voted at their Nov. 
28 meeting to increase her annual 
housing allowance, which now 
totals $18,000 annually, by $250 a 
month. The two-year school cur- 
rently has about 2,500 students, 
officials said. 


Dartmouth dining 
meets needs of 


Jews, Muslims 


HANOVER, N.H. (AP)— Dartmouth 
College has announced plans to 
become one of the only colleges in 
the country with a dining hall that 
accommodates the dietary needs 
of Jews and Muslims. 

College President James Wright 
said a committee of Jewish and 
Muslim students completed a pro- 
posal outlining the guidelines that 
govern the diets of the two groups. 

School officials said offering both 
eating styles in one hall will help 
unite the diverse communities, es- 
pecially during this time of deepen- 
ing conflict in the Middle East. 
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Consumers should be 
cautious when buying 
toys this holiday season 


By TRICIA HAMBLET 
Sports Editor 


With Christmas right around the 
corner, parents are searching de- 
partment store shelves for the per- 
fect toy for their child. Yet, what 
these parents do not know can 
harm their loved ones. Hazardous 
toys are being found on toy store 
shelves despite passage of the 1994 
Child Safety Protection Act, ac- 
cording to the Massachusetts Pub- 
lic Interest Research Group 
(MassPIRG). 

Shari Darman, NECC campus 
organizer for MassPIRG, said, “It is 
important we make consumers 
aware to think, before they buy a 
gift.” 

Darman spoke at NECC on Noy. 
21, in the lobby of the Sports and 
Fitness Center. Here students and 
daycare attendants were informed 
of potentially dangerous toys. 
Darman brought such toys as the 
ever-popular scooter, a make-up 
kit and Winnie the Pooh teethers. 
While all of these are seen in toy 
stores, Darman said, “Just because 
a toy is ona shelf, doesn’t mean it 


ee News 
Hot holiday toys pose threats of injury 


is safe.” 

In fact, you may have noticed 
how popular scooters have be- 
come. According to MassPIRG, the 
scooters that went onto the US 
market last year, have been re- 
sponsible for over 26,000 injuries 
and 2 deaths, and 85 percent of 
the injuries were children under 
the age of 15. 

To avoid scooter injuries it is 
recommended to wear proper 
safety gear, including a helmet, 
knee and elbow pads, as well as 
wrist guards. Ride scooters only 
on smooth, paved surfaces, with- 
out any traffic, and during the 
day. 

Toy size can also create haz- 
ards, Darman said. Many children 
choke to death on toy balls, bal- 
loons and other small parts. Not 
all packages contain labels speci- 
fying the intended age group for 
usage, and many toys on shelves 
contain potentially harmful pieces. 

Information obtained from 
MassPIRG shows that from 1990- 
1999, 56 children have choked to 
death on balloons, 27 on balls, 
four on marbles and 30 on a toy or 
toy part. 

To ensure your child’s safety, 
do not purchase products that can 
fit through a toilet paper dispenser, 
or 1.75" in diameter, Darman said. 


Tricia Hamblet photo 


BUYER BEWARE: Shari Darman of MassPIRG holds a press conference to discuss toy safety. 


“Tf a toy can fit through this, it 
is hazardous,” she said, using a 
dispenser for demonstration. 

Darman also pointed out the 
dangers of some toy materials, 
such as used in a baby-teether and 
rattler. Though both were made 
from the same company, Winnie 
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the Pooh brand, only one label 
read PVC, and the other did not. 

PVC stands for poly vinyl chlo- 
ride, which Darman explained is a 
carcinogen known to cause kid- 
ney and liver damage. It has been 
banned in the European Union, 
yet it is still being used in the 


United States. 

These are just a few precautions 
to be aware of during the holiday 
shopping season. For further infor- 
mation, Darman suggested logging 
on to www.toysafety.net, or 
www.cpsc.org, for recalled prod- 
uctss = 


Gay/Straight Alliance elects leaders 


NECC’s Gay/Straight Alliance Club 
recently elected Phil Coppola, 
Michelle Downer and Chela Wall 
to their leadership team._ 

The team will now consist of 
five student members and two 
faculty advisors, Frank DeSarro 
and Lou LaBella who will direct 
club activities. 

The purpose of the GSA is to 
educate the campus community 
on sexual orientation issues, 
while providing a safe atmo- 
sphere to appreciate differences 
in one another. 

The club serves as an advo- 
cate for human rights of the 
entire school community. Mem- 
bership is open to all members 
of the NECC community. 

This spring the GSA will con- 
duct workshops on acceptance, 
alternative lifestyles, under- 
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You can earn up to $12,000 enlistment bonus, if you qualify. So, 
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our website at www.airforce.com 


standing and affirmation. 

Workshops on self-esteem 
and ending bad relationships are 
being planned for presentation 
by the Career Development Cen- 
ter: ; 


Student activities 
sells coupon book 


The department of Student Activi- 
ties & Orientation is now selling 
the “2001 Entertainment Book” to 
raise money for student events. 

The book costs $20 and offers 
discounts at movies, restaurants, 
airfare, dry cleaning and other 
services. 

For more information or to pur- 
chase a copy of the book, call 556- 
3732 or visit the student activities 
office in the Student Center. 
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Students honored for excellence in writing 


@ The best essays from 
English Composition I 
and II classes chosen 


BY LUCY MILLER 
Copy editor 


he effects of having an alcoholic 
father, discovering a difference in 
lifestyles, and understanding the 
emotional hardships of war were the in- 
triguing topics among the pieces of writ- 
ing honored during the fall semester writ- 
ing awards ceremony. 

Students, family and friends gathered 
outside Lecture Hall A in Spurk (C Build- 
ing) lobby, awaiting the noontime cer- 
emony Dec. 8. 

Those who were recognized for their 
excellence in writing personal and analyti- 
cal essays in English Composition I and II 
were already seated in the lecture hall as 
the rest of the audience steadily filled the 
seats, with the smooth sounds of classical 


piano music playing in the background. 

Professor Barbara Stachniewicz, chair of 
the English and foreign languages depart- 
ment, began the ceremony by commenting 
that the event was taking place at an appro- 
priate time during the semester, when every- 
one is under the many stresses of final exams 
and the holiday season. 

She said even though everyone was under 
stress and pressure, nobody could be too 
tired to celebrate. 

A selected number of students were rec- 
ognized for their work, and, amazingly, it 
was estimated that about 6,000 essays had 
been written since the beginning of the 
semester among the English Composition I 
and II classes. 

The committee chair, Professor Paula 
Boxer, continued the ceremony by explain- 
ing the judging process and how the stu- 
dents’ works were chosen. 

In this explanation, she included a spin 
on the controversial presidential election, 
which was met with many chuckles. She 
summed up the flow of the ceremony, and 
added that this year the committee was 
giving a flower to all the students invited to 


the ceremony to show appreciation for all of 
their hard work. 

“My Remains in Budapest,” written by 
English Composition I student Amanda 
Miller, was read and awarded. Miller wrote 
about her backpacking trip to Europe and 
her experience of meeting people her own 
age who led such a different life than her 
own. 

She wrote about their struggles with com- 
munism and war in their country and how 
she saw was affected by her relationship with 
them. 

She was awarded with a hardcover dictio- 
nary for her excellence in writing. 

Sherie Firedrich was awarded a thesau- 
rus for her analytical piece, “The Symbolic 
Meaning Behind The Things We Carry.” 
Communications ‘coordinator Professor 
Linda Desjardins, read the piece about civil- 
ians going to war and having to think about 
the one thing they would bring to them, if 
they were limited to that. 

This essay analyzed Tim O’Brian’s book 
“The Things They Carried,” a work of fiction 
which is set during the Vietnam War: 

The highlight of the ceremony was the 


reading of “Broken.” Charlotte Gulezian wrote 
a personal piece about the affects of having 
an alcoholic father. 

She revealed every aspect of living in this 
situation and the lifelong effects she was 
going to face. This serious issue was seen in 
a new light when it was told from a personal 
perspective. 

Gulezian was awarded with the presti- 
gious Professor Elizabeth Arnold Award 
and also received a gift certificate from 
Barnes and Nobles book store, and to get 
her prepared for English composition II, 
she received a book of the best essays and 
short stories of 2000. 

The intriguing works read enriched the 
audience. The select students whose essays 
were chosen to be judged for the ceremony 
were recognized, and some were even re- 
warded with distinguished awards for their 
excellence. 

Boxer concluded the ceremony by con- 
gratulating the students and applauding 
their hard work and effort, and she thanked 
the professors, student ambassadors, and 
faculty members who made the ceremony 
possible. 


NECC’s international students make connections 


® International 
students pay to 
experience an 
American education 


By TRICIA HAMBLET 
Sports Editor 


rom Israel to China, NECC hosts 
international students from a 
wide array of countires. Young 
adults from around the world ven- 


ture here, to Haverhill and 
Lawrence, to attend the accred- 
ited two year junior institution. 

“The concept of commu- 
nity college is a very Ameri- 
can concept that other coun- 
tries don’t have,” said Kaori 
Keltz, assistant director of ad- 
missions at NECC. “Through 
the media they are very well 
known abroad. They apply 
here to transfer, or for the 
technical programs.” 

These students come seek- 
ing English as a second fluent 


language. They are becoming 
more diverse, and are diversi- 
fying the campus atmosphere. 
Furthermore, international 
studetns are taking advantage 
of the many programs offered 
at NECC, such as volleyball, 
basketball, dance, and more. 

You may not be able to pick 
a foreign student out of a 
crowd, but there are 18 cur- 
rently attending NECC. And, 
what you don’t know is they 
are working extra hard to be 
here. 


Our graduates aren't just well-educated — 
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Foreign students are re- 
quired to complete an Interna- 
tional Student Application 
packet. They must submit a 
high school diploma, F-1 Inter- 
national Student Data Form, 
and pass an English proficiency 
test. : 
The applicants must have 
their TOEFL proficiency scores 
no lower than 500. 

“When they come here they 
have to take an assesment test. 
If they have below a certain 
level of English proficiency 
they have to take an ESL,” Keltz 
said. 

If students pass _ the 
assesment tests and complete 
their applications, they are 
then issued an I-20. This is the 
actual approval for students 
to attend. Each and every in- 
ternational student must ob- 
tain an [-20. They then take 
this to their home country for 
a student visa, and are a step 
closer to the United States. 

In addition, international 
students have to have a finan- 
cial sponsor. According to the 
F-1 International Checklist, an 
international student must 
have a bank or other financial 
institution statement with a 
current minimum balance of 
$15,861. If self-sponsorship, 
multiply the amount by three. 

Not only do these students 
have to prove they are finan- 
cially stable, they have to pay 
more money to enroll in 
classes. A Massachusetts stu- 
dent is charged $73 per credit. 
A New England student is 
charged $90 per credit. Inter- 
national students pay $290 per 
credit, and must enroll in at 
least 12 credits. 

Financial aid is not avail- 
able to foreign students. And, 
these students are not allowed 
to work the first year here. The 
second year and beyond they 
are allowed to work up to 20 
hours per week. 


The following is a list of the 
| different countries from which 
| NECC international students 

originate, | 


| Thailand 
Belarus | 
Germany — 
_ Japan (5) 
China (2) 
Taiwan 
| Venezuela 
| Morocco 
| Israel 

UK 
Algeria 
India 
_ Lebanon 


Keltz said, “A lot of students 
transfer into a four year school 
for a bachelor's degree or they 
seek employement.” They do 
so by getting a work visa. 

Studying abroad is a great 
opportunity to broaden hori- 
zons. While NECC does not of- 
fer a long term study abroad 
program, they do offer a week 
long trip to Ireland in a litera- 
ture course. The class meets 
several times before they ven- 
ture to the land of green, for 
knowledge. 

NECC students are learning 
about other cultures. Whether 
an international student, 
friend of an international stu- 
dent, or an Irish literature stu- 
dent, they are learning and 
expanding their minds through 
experiences of a lifetime. 
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What is in the stars 
for you? 


ARIES: (March 21-April 20) 

Your spirit of independence and adventure is strong 
during the week, and you may likely seek answers and 
opportunities far from home. Hasty decisions to ques- 
tions concerning the job or everyday routine need to be 
avoided. Steer cleer of troublemakers. 

TAURUS: (April 21 - May 21) 

Your mate or business partner will be very helpful in 
matters relating to financial dealings. Don’t be to sure 
of what seems like a safe bet, avoid taking any foolish 
risks. There are a few opportunities in various areas 
which will expand your horizons. 

GEMINI: (May 22 - June 21) 

An agreement with a companion can unleash a new 
potential for mutual expression, whether in a creative 
vein, personal alliance or moneymaking scheme. You 
have the tendency to take much for granted and mag- 
nify situations which are not all that they seem; be 
careful. 

CANCER: (June 22 - July 23) 

Stick to routine matters and get as much accom- 
plished as possible with minimal fuss. People both at 
home and at work will appreciate your diligence and 
efficiency. Draw on your intelligence and use your 
charm to get to the heart of things. You'll need help 
from others. 

LEO: (July 24- Aug 23) 

Your creative juices are flowing in all directions, and 
positively affecting everything you do. Your heightened 
creativity and inventiveness will add another dimen- 
sion to your work. Instead of forging ahead on your 
own, it’s best to enlist the help of others close to you. 

VIRGO: (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23) 

Be extra cautious in communications with a loved 
one. Avoid arguing and using a take charge attitude, for 
this is definitely a joint venture. There may be a prob- 
lem at work with a new co-worker, so rise above 
resentments and reach for a new status through hard 
work. 

LIBRA: (September 24 - October 23) 

This week is no time to let your emotions overrule 
your mind, try hard to follow your intuitions. Between 
ups and downs in home life, romance, creative pursuits 
and finances, you will feel like you are ona seesaw gone 
wild. Somehow, everything will turn out fine. 

SCORPIO: (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) 

Your intuition is in high gear now, so it pays to listen 
to your inner voice regarding a financial deal. In other 
matters, particularly your homelife, it will probably be 
necessary to compromise. Zero in on routine chores and 
you will accomplish quite a bit. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21) 

Forge ahead and climb up that career ladder, you 
have more support from higher ups than you realize. 
Diverse trends favor your money activities, but don’t be 
tempted to throw away advantages you've gained to 
obtain instant profits. Don’t try to please everyone. 

CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20) 

Try to complete unfinished odds and ends at work by 
mid-week, when personal interests will take over. Coop- 
eration from others is scarce, so no matter what you do, 
there will probably be a bit of trouble. Your financial 
picture is becoming rather rosy. 

AQUARIUS: (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19) 

This week could be rather hectic, and you have the 
tendency to overdo it, so at least try to pace yourself. Try 
not to overspend, because coming up short will be 
tougher to work your way out of. Your pleasing manner 
and attractiveness will be assets in dealing with the 
public. 

PISCES: (Feb. 20 - March 20) 

Business activities may be a bit disappointing; per- 
haps your expectations are exceeding possibilities. If 
you are getting the feeling that someone is undermin- 
ing you on the job, you could be right. Do some inves- 
tigating on your own, and don’t overreact. 


Subterranean music defines 
popular phenoms like Nirvana 


By BRENDAN COONEY 
Staff Reporter 


Here is a problem with people that I find: I can’t blame 
people for their ignorance, but music is just like the human 
brain. Everyone is basically using 10 percent of it. 

By listening only to popular bands, a great deal of good 
music is being overlooked. 

The way popular bands get popular is by signing a 
contract with a label. Most of the time, a band isn’t directly 
picked up by Geffen Records of A&M; they have to work at it 
and sign with smaller labels and start independently. A 
grassroots effort, if you will. 

Here is an example ofa popular band, who they originally 
signed with, who else is on that label, and other bands that 
are generally responsible for the sound that was created by 
the popular band. 

Today’s example: Nirvana. 

Nirvana originally signed with indie label SubPop to 
record “Bleach,” which would help build audiences and later 
lead to “Nevermind,” which we all know to be the record that 
changed the face of music in 1994. 

But Nirvana didn’t just arrive in 1994 and blow all our 
minds. In 1989, “Bleach” came out. It was later released by 
Geffen in 1991. “Bleach” wouldn’t have been created if it 
weren't for the groundbreaking of such bands as The Pixies, 
The Meat Puppets, Fugazi and Husker Dt. 

Also, the contract SubPop held with Nirvana was joint 
with Caroline Records, which has put out music from bands 
like the Smashing Pumpkins. SubPop was also home to the 
lesser known “grunge” forefather, Mudhoney, featured on 
the later released “Singles” movie soundtrack. Mudhoney is 
an amazing band that many people have forgotten about, if 
ever they even knew. 

Another band that Nirvana did a split release with is the 
Jesus Lizard. This was 1993 on Touch and Go records, which 
is home to more edgier bands like Ghotti Hook and past 
bands like Girls Against Boys. 

Somewhere along the lines, acutally is was 1993 again, a 
compilation titled “No Alternative” came out on Arista 
records. If ever you can get a hold of one of these, you will see 
that it is filled with bands similar to Nirvana that you perhaps 
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never knew about. 


Lastly, I will say that the other heyday band that seems 
like it was ignored by mass media is Sonic Youth, which I 
hope every good Nirvana fan has listened to, because they 
were better counterparts than Pearl Jam ever were. (Note: 
oddly enough, Sonic Youth just finished opening for Pearl 
Jam on their last tour.) 

SubPop is now home to bands that have picked up where 
Nirvana left off, and who were being overlooked by people 
who are into what Nirvana started. Bands like Sunny Day 
Real Esate and Sebadoh. 

The SubPop catalogue has older releases from bands that 
have gone on to other labels too. Bands like The Afghan 
Whigs (who, by the way, have gone on temporary hiatus 
while frontman Greg Dulli has released a solo effort by his 
band The Twilight Singers), Chixdiggit and Soundgarden, to 
name a few. 

Many more bands still have sprung from those I’ve 
mentioned, like the Pixies. After that band broke up, frontman 
Frank Black formed Frank Black and the Catholics. The 
Pixies’ bassist, Kim Deal, started the Breeders with her sister, 
and after that broke up, former members of the Breeders 
formed Belly. 

Sunny Day Real Estate is still together but with a different 
lineup. When they temporarily broke up, their drummer and 
bassist were recruited by Dave Grohl (of Nirvana)for a tour of 
his Foo Fighters release. Later, he got Alanis Morrisette’s 
drummer, but Sunny Day Real Estate’s bassist stayed with 
the Foo Fighters. The Foo Fighters also had ex-Nirvana 
backup guitarist Pat Smear in that band. 

So there is a list of bands that you may not have ever heard 
before, and maybe once you listen to them, you may have the 
urge to listen again. I encourage people to email me to debate 
what I have said: brendan@instantmag.com 

Hopefully, what I have said here will help you realize 
there is an entire other world of music that may hold your — 
next favorite band. That is the idea here: to open up eyes and 
ears. Keep on rocking in the free world. 

(Brendan Cooney, a second-year NECC student, is a contributing 
editor for Instant magazine.) 


' 307 Lewse cluttered 
i Metropolitan | 108 Archaeology 
Khas! i drudgery? 
§ Valhalla biggie it2 Citrus trybrids 
3D Vine veggies if4 They're 
i& Mace for sieves benevolent 
1S Horie trot 48 —~ heitter 
20 Hawaitan part : ie Rake 
23 Haws status | (20 Slippery rock? 
aR on #2z eT 
22 “tat a chance! Compe: 


23 Purse with i 
ribet ar oy 1 123 Give the heave-ne | 


e F i5 eae 
& 

sas 
H 


oad oe pone 


28 “Geme ~ [24 Get an adige 
28 Where Minos | 125 Graary ; 
reigrad i 126 Favre of football aT ial ¢ 
2? Belgrade native j ferme oo mec 
28 Feel thee heat i 27 [isopeenecs a oe an BS 
20, arene 55 Tapes el ee oe 
3} Kind of liner | $28 tn a taxy ail bagel cco 
33 Sinpis shutter: i 
ee | DOWN 
SOMATA if Harry's first iady | 
38 Dressing order H Preakness, tor ; 
38 Refermeriacem | Oe H 
Ne é 
41 Corgi modifier i : planes j 
pee med as | 8 Smetrar fodder 
4& Wild playground «|g Harting. ne Mars ue 
49 Bid th San chante or Tat eis A fied Weed vet walt 
tol | 7 Fuerrtture pene tis 
eae oa =o os aa oe imi i 
82 Conternm reea ; i 3 
Goligne aerate! Reena lal ! 
Pe Zas Z pe a Appi | | 
Gi GS GEGCOT rR ‘ pee 
SE Buy akernative i; 2 be See i 
SB Hodgepodges ; 33 Some pups i 
= sigs reas 14 Put in ciphecs 57 impassive parson 100 Nit-picker 
nents . iS Pens a dogie i 88 Stock-base OZ injured By Diane Baldwin 
GA Hair gol ettace i {6 Yat to be paid offerings 1O4 Gueen of Hearts Y 
87 In the best of {7 Overdue Bi — culpa Sesaert 
a <— 18 jnacgector @2 Bo grammar work | 108 Tokyo rice roi 
aire eda Gal vravehe bewtet 6S Armed x00 WOT Russian pancakes 
nagrede Jahn movie i dade hades | 108 Sign of healing 
1a An sivas 30 Shaddy 68 ~ over (fainted) | 198 Cold covering 
74 “South Pacitic” / 
. 32 Sorceress wn : — HO Perret a section | 
, ‘sek mythology ough sustomur 13) Baits trunk 
RE deni agit! 34 Coffee hoider 72 seitent wok 1 43 Reondad beet 
i i | 
79 36 King’s doman 74 Smalimeuth 11S Bome are odd | 
B2 Dining option i 37 Pick up staes 7S For ali to hear 118 Joint usad in a / 
BA Type of panei 38 Calliope 76 Piece in the paper pie j 
G5 Near Eset on i Paacabor? 78 ~ Lanka {17 Dodghted 
86 Tofu bean i ves Ley een cect 80 Nibbied away 121 Old French coin 
87 Suda angen | SY Reontarmene? | 32 Luananiene 
90 “whe thought” | 43 playwright- | oe aaa 
92 The Thing’s presicent Leg cena 
93 Bird feedertoog 45 Clearances 66 Sheer gander 
85 Grin broadty? | 48 Inscribes 88 Mestharah { 
97 Oklahoma native 47 Trigtram’s love | 9) Few and far i 
93 Cover woaely 48 Fathers of the. hetwea : 
101 Famous Saves Gratery, tanger $4 Garret, basically : Answers are on page 11. 
102 Bad-mouths tian persist | $8 Triumph ; 
OS Mide i egal | 98 Listenin, inaway | 


~~ es Se 


Ee 


@ Page 11 NECC Observer, Wednesday, Dec. 13, 2000 


Pop stars lend talents for a very special cause 


AVERY SPECIAL 


@ A very good set 
of holiday compilations 


By NICK PATRIE 
Arts Editor 


A “Very Special Christmas” (VSC) cel- 
ebrates Christmas with purpose. Since the 
early 80s, pop stars and alternative artists 
have gotten together to record holiday fa- 
vorites and some original songs for the 
season to benefit the Special Olympics or- 
ganization. If you have not heard some of 
the staples from the albums, such as “Christ- 
mas in Hollis” by Run DMC, you should 
probably get your hands on one of these 
albums. 

VSC1 came out as the first run featuring 
pop talents like The Pointer Sisters and U2, 
and contains great songs from Bryan Adams 
and Bon Jovi. But the highlights of the 
album are the songs that throw a whole 
new swing on the Christmas season, like 
Sting’s haunting version of “Gabriel’s Mes- 
sage” and Bruce Springsteen’s “Merry Christ- 
mas Baby” which really stand out and set a 
standard for the upcoming compilations. 
(VSC1 is where you will find Run DMC’s 
“Christmas in Hollis” for all you hip-hop 
fans). 

VSC2 is the sophomore attempt at this 
compilation and delivers great material 


again from Run DMC and Jon Bon Jovi, but 
features a new sense of variety from Ex- 
treme and Randy Travis. Though I must say 
that the originality is not quite peaked, the 
music is great. (Listen for Cyndi Lauper and 
the late Frank Sinatra singing “Santa Clause 
is Coming to Town.) 

One of the greatest aspects of these 
albums are the original songs. VSC3 shows 
this quality the best. Released in 1997, it 
took a whole new slide at lining up the 
artists and material which made it way 
more enjoyable to the well-rounded music 
fan, bringing in artists like Natalie Mer- 
chant, Blues Traveler and Tracy Chapman, 
who never really had the pop spotlight. 
Some great songs on this particular compi- 
lation are No Doubt’s punk laden “Oi to the 
World” and Chris Cornell (formerly of 
Soundgarden) singing “Ave Maria” with the 
help of the electronic stylings of Eleven. 
Also, look out for a posse of west coast 
rappers when they meet the very east coast 
Reverend Run for a hip hop salute to Santa 
to bring Christmas back to the ghetto (it has 
everyone from Puff Daddy to Onyx.) 

Altogether, “A Very Special Christmas” 
has a long standing track record for quality 
holiday music and it has variety for every- 
one. The artists even released a live album 
ofa VSC concert, which was attended by the 
President and also raised a lot of money for 
this good cause. So, check it out. Really, I 
think that if you haven’t heard it, you will 
enjoy it. 


Boston Public is serious television 


@ Finally, something good 
on Fox 


By TODD LANGIS 
Staff Reporter 


Has anyone seen TV lately? It’s getting 
very wacky. I am reluctant to ever try new 
TV shows. I watch the “Simpsons,” and all of 
the magazine shows. I just have a routine, 
and I like the routine. 

Well, with so many new shows that 
came out this fall, I decided to give one of 
them a shot. The first one, and most antici- 
pated, was “Boston Public.” I missed the 
first episode, but have caught the past two. 
This show is no joke. Right off the bat, they 
dealt with sex, corruption and cheating. 

Sounds like a White House parody, huh? 
The story lines are very intelligent, and 
although it takes place in a high school, it 
is hardly appropriate for teens. The great 
part about the show is that the teachers 
are the main characters. It finally shows 
what teachers have to deal with in a public 
school. 

In the first episode I caught, the princi- 
pal was under investigation over an inci- 
dent from the previous week. A bully had 
been beating up on a smaller and weaker 
kid, typical. The principal took his own 
action though and shoved the bully, and 
threatened him. The school board met to 
hopefully dismiss him, but the teachers 
backed him by staging a protest. 

Also, there was an incident in which the 
whole soccer team cheated on a test. The 
principal suspended the whole team and 
canceled the season. It focused on the 
principal’s struggle with decisions. 

The first show I saw was almost too 
much to take in. The writing was brilliant, 
and it kept my attention for the full hour. 
The character development flowed well, 
and each plot was put in precisely at the 
right time. 


The next week I didn’t know what to 
expect. It started out with a teacher walk- 
ing in on two students engaged in a sexual 
act. Whoa. The two students caught were 
running for student president. According 
to the plot, the girl was hoping to get votes 
by doing this. More importantly, the teacher 
was faced with either letting them get away 
with it, or telling the principal. But when 
she found out the motive, she was com- 
pelled to tell the principal. 

As if that weren’t enough for one show, a 
student also committed suicide. The student 
was one of the soccer players from the 
previous episode. Although he did not cheat, 
he knew about it, therefore ruining his 
chances to receive an award that would have 
helped his chances of getting into Harvard. 
Again, the principal had been faced with a 
tough decision, but ultimately decided that 
the student didn’t deserve the award, thus 
provoking the suicide. 

I have watched the seventh episode, and 
just what I thought would happen is starting 
to. This show seemed so great, and I hope 
that they can realize that they have a great 
idea before they turnitintoa “Melrose Place- 
type” show. 

Over the past two weeks, it is clear that 
the popularity ofthe show came as a surprise 
to the show’s creators. I can already see the 
story lines going awry. The most recent 
shows have had such outrageous stories, 
that I am starting to lose interest. It is clear 
where this show is heading. It’s just another 
show that will push the envelope to gain 
notoriety. 

It started out with such promise, but it is 
slipping away really fast. One episode con- 
taining two lawsuits, a prostitute and co- 
worker relationships, is just way to much. I 
just hope they can realize this. But TV won’t 
change. Boundaries will be pushed for the 
sake of ratings. 
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How Ron Howard sold Christmas 


@ The Grinch teams up 
with Hollywood to destroy 
the holiday spirit 


By NICK PATRIE 
Arts Editor 


What do you get when you put Jim Carey 
in a movie about Christmas? A movie about 
Christmas that revolves around Jim Carey. 
Ron Howard’s “How The Grinch Stole Christ- 
mas” is just another big budget movie that 
misses the mark. 

The live action version of the most per- 
fect Christmas movie ever was just an overly 
expensive (yet innovative) set, and Jim Carey 
in a Grinch suit. Pll admit that Jim Carey is 
a brilliantly funny man; the problem is, he 
knows it. And every movie Carey appears in, 
he takes over and makes it into a senseless 
“yuk fest.” 

Don’t get me wrong, the entertainment 
value was high (and I laughed my ass off), 
but this movie lost so much to the concern 
that it would be funny. The original version 
was a light-hearted cartoon in which the 
Grinch and his mischievous scam bring the 
people of Whoville to the realization that 
Christmas is so much more than presents 
and decorations. 

Ron Howard showed this well enough, 
but it was hard to see through the wild 
antics (which I found were out of character) 
of the Grinch and all of the flashy effects. 

Another thing that Ron Howard failed to 
portray was the fact that Dr. Suesse’s 
Whoville is not modern USA! (rhyme in- 
tended). The film was full of references to 
our everyday lives. Something tells me that 
the Whos do not worry about jury duty and 
toxic waste. And I’m sure that the Whos do 
not use jet engines and machine gun light- 
ing tools. 

One good side to this movie is the mes- 
sage that the Grinch reiterates about the gut 
of control commercialization of Christmas, 
But this is quickly: pushed aside by the 


i 


‘commercial success of this movie, and the 


fact that the stores of every mall have re- 
placed Santa Claus dolls with “The Grinch” 


merchandising. Why does Hollywood do this? 
Why is it that big budgets and marketing take 
priority over scripting and quality? I would 
rather see a zero budget version that holds 
the meaning of the story than a big budget 
Jim Carey extravaganza. 

The movie did feature some good talent 
that was overlooked in the marketing of the 
movie. The Grinch's dog, Max, did a very good 
job in staying in character and not biting Jim 
Carey in that makeup that closely resembled 
a chew toy. 

Ron Howard really killed “The Grinch.” 
This was such a great story that I loved as a 
lad. It was also a great animated movie. The 
fact that Howard cast the most animated man 
in Hollywood doesn't change the fact that this 
movie will never live up to its predesessors. 
And it is unfourtunate that everytime I see a 
Grinch, I'm going to think of how awful this 
movie was. 

Movies like this are the reason that the- 
ater tickets are non-refundable. “How The 
Grinch Stole Christmas” really disappointed 
me as it must have disappointed many others 
who wasted their eight bucks to see it. The 
biggest disappointment, however, is that the 
recently popular spirit of a commercialized 
Christmas flows through it in every way. 


Answers to this week's puzzle. 
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NECC Bookstore 


TIONS FOR 
BUYBACK, BREAK, AND SPRING RUSH. 


WORK 2 WEEKS AND GET 20% OFF YOUR 


TEXTBOOKS 
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Bookstore Application 
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A refreshing approach to a classic cliche 


@Top Notch performs 
Dickens’ classic 


By NICK PATRIE 
Arts Editor 


The Top Notch Players’ production of 
Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” 
premiered on Friday night Dec. 8 toa full 
house. This was the first performance I 
have seen by this particular group, and I 
was totally impressed by the very profes- 
sional manner in which this show was 
performed. 

This play is standard around Christ- 
mas time and, to me, has become a cli- 
che. It seems I’ve sat through thousands 
of renditions of this play and story, so it 
took me by surprise to finally see a ver- 
sion that was new and refreshing. 

The numerous scene changes required 
for this tale would have been painfully 
dull and dragging had it not been for the 
small group of carolers which serenaded 
the crowd with traditional songs, nar- 
rated the story, and even sat in on a few 
scenes as extras. 

Susan Sanders, the play’s director, 
explained to me that the carols were 
scripted into the play and that specific 
songs were chosen so that the words 
would fit in with the happenings in the 
play. It worked. 

Another striking aspect of this perfor- 
mance was a seemingly new version of 
Ebenezer Scrooge, played by Jim Murphy. 
In past performances I have seen, Scrooge 
has been nothing more than a grumpy 
old miser who was spooked into liking 


- Wanted 


Drummer/Bassist 


Up to date we've been playing for more than 15 years. We 
have basically been practicing as a trio, which all members 
sing lead and participate vocally. Amongst the three of us, we 
have the musical experience with flute, keyboard, quitar and 
atxiliary percussion. We primarily play originals but dabble 
with a few covers because we think Rock & Roll music should 
sometimes be EXPRESSED in our muse. 

If youre interested or know someone in the area that's looking, 
like we are, give us a call. Our styles range from Bob Narley, 
The Stones, Pink Floyd, Sublime, Beatles and The sometimes- 
heavier paris that came from Nirvatia. 

We all feel that you must have transportation and your own 
equipment and the potential for backing vocals. We have our 
owl Jam house and reasonable neighbors that we respect and 
In which case share stmflar values, so that there’s no problem 
with police. 

Call Lon or Dan at (603) 642-3423 


Christmas. Murphy, an admitted veteran 
of this play, was performing for the first 
time as Scrooge. 

“It is easy to play this ‘Bah-Humbug’ 
character, but it is harder to understand 
what made him bitter...,” he said. “This 
man lost the few things he cared about 
(in past Christmases) and he withdrew.” 
Murphy portrayed Scrooge in this play, 
even before the ghosts visited, as an 
emotional, yet ignorant man, who knew 
why he was bitter. A big change from 
previous Scrooges I have seen. 

The ghosts-of the play were very good. 
Jacob Marley, Scrooge’s old partner, was 
decked in his chains and truly creepy. 
Arthur Barlas had the wailing of pain 
down to a fine art form, and his move- 
ment was frighteningly post-mortem. 

One spirit that I particularly enjoyed 
was the Spirit of Christmas Present, 
played by Tim Buxton. Although this 
story takes on usually somber tones, this 
spirit brought a few fun chuckles to the 
audience. 

The play seemed restricted at points, 
and I feel that this group could have put 
out a bigger production with more ad- 
equate facilities. The Top Notch Theater 
is very confined, but Sanders really used 
the potential of the small space to the 
advantage of the audience. The theater 
was filled with sound and light at all of 
the appropriate moments, and certain 
special effects such as, smoke machines, 
ghostly images and back lighting really 
stole the show. 


One more thing that worked to the 
advantage of the small space was the 
minimalist set. The background was a 
plain-looking building interior with win- 
dows and shutters, typical of 19" century 
construction. To change scenes, furni- 
ture was removed or added and some- 
times just rearranged to suit the up and 
coming setting. 


The crew worked quietly while the 
tedious task was relaxed by the acapella 
singers, who did a very good job of hold- 
ing the spirit of the play high. 

I can honestly say that, factoring out 
a choking smoke screen near the end, 
this was the best “Christmas Carol” I 
have ever seen, and I hope that anybody 
who is reading this had a chance to see it. 


Dance students prove 
they've got the moves 


@Stillpoint delivers a 
good performance 


By MIKE DOHERTY 
Arts Editor 


The student dance club had been prac- 
ticing since September for the Fall 2000 
Student Dance Performance. They fi- 
nally got to show off their moves on Dec. 
1 and 2 in the Sports & Fitness Center. 

Forty to 50 people were in attendance 
for the performance on Dec. 1. One of the 
people in the crowd was NECC President 
David Hartleb. The rest of the people 
were students and parents of the danc- 
ers. 

The students performed 19 dance acts 
in all. The performances were all ex- 
tremely varied in style. Some of the 
dance acts were humorous and some 
were serious, but almost all of them were 
entertaining. 

Beth Dager, treasurer of the club and 
one of the dancers, said about the show, 
“It could have went better but I think we 
did great.” 

Dager also said that dancer and club 
president, Jessica Santos, “stole the show.” 

Jessica danced in four of the acts. In the 
four acts her dancing was on another level 
from everyone else. In a piece called 
“Doesn't Really Matter,”a song by Janet 
Jackson, she looked like she could have 
been in the music video. 

Another act that stuck out was one 
called “Guy Stuff.” There were two dancers 


in the act, Steve MacKinnon and Mike 
LaMalfa. The choreography in the act was 
great. The two performers danced out a 
fight sequence and competed over a girl. 
The act was done ina very comical manner. 

The performance called “Journey” was 
one of the best performances in the show. 
The main dancer in the performance, Helmi 
Churcher, had a very sleek and elegant 
style to her dancing. There was a fold out 
chair on the stage during the performance, 
which she held and balanced herself into 
many positions with. This showed great 
strength and flexibility on her part. 

The last act of the show had almost 
every dancer on the stage at once. There 
were 16 dancers in all. The act was very 
synchronized and high-speed. All the danc- 
ers in this act put in a great performance. 
It was definitely an excellent grand finale. 

This show was not perfect but it was 
very entertaining. The dancers were aw- 
fully impressive for amateurs. 

I highly recommend seeing the next 
student dance performance. You must 
know, this is coming from someone who is 
not a fan of dance. 


Art students exhibit work 


Students in Diane Edstrom's Painting 1 
and Drawing 1 classes will be exhibiting 
their work in the corridor on the third 
floor of Spurk (C Building) through Dec. 16 
during regular school hours. 
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Boston sports teams going nowhere fast 


@ A winter of 
futility in the Hub 
is just getting 
underway 


By MATT MESSELAAR 
Sports Editor 


ik sports scene in Boston is 
becoming grimmer every 
day. As the season 
progresses, we find ourselves in 
the middle of three awful sports 
teams. When our most successful 
team in season right now is the 
struggling to stay at .500 Celtics, 
we know we are in for a long 
winter. 

At this point in the football, 
basketball, and hockey seasons, 
the Boston teams all have records 
under .500 and none of them seem 


likely to make a push for the play- 
offs. 

The Celtics have put together 
the most successful season to date, 
but with a record below the .500 
mark it is not very encouraging. 
The team has had a problem with 
being consistent this season, play- 
ing great defense one game and 
no defense the next. 

The team has received good 
play from off season acquisitions 
Brian Stith and Randy Brown, but 
cannot seem to put the good per- 
formances together every game. 
The team is playing better than 
previous years under coach Rick 
Pitino, but a sub-.500 record is not 
good enough for a city in desper- 
ate need of a wining team. 

The Bruins are in the middle of 
a season plagued by goaltending 
and defensive woes that have killed 
their surprising scoring output. 


The team has had problems main- 
taining their play for the full three 
periods. 

They have lost countless games 
in overtime and the final few min- 
utes of regulation. The team made 
a good personnel move by acquir- 
ing goal scorer Bill Guerin, but 


- because of the defensive woes the 


team has not benefited from 
Guerin’s added scoring punch. 

The team cannot survive witha 
backup goalie as their starter, 
which is what they have to do with 
starting goalie Byron Dafoe side- 
lined by injury this season. 

Even with Dafoe in the lineup, 
fans have no reason to keep hope 
of the Bruins turning around the 
season and making the playoffs 
because they lack the defense 
needed to make such a turnaround. 

The hope of the Patriots mak- 
ing the playoffs has been gone for 


Men’s b-ball boasts winning record 


By TRICIA HAMBLET 
Sports Editor 


The NECC men’s basketball team 
rounded up the fall semester with 
a bang. The Knights beat the pre- 
viously undefeated Mass Bay Com- 
munity College, to improve their 
record to 7-2. 

“This was a big game because 
they were undefeated,” said cap- 
tain Joe Marshall. “Although they 
are a division below us, it would 
have hurt us if we lost.” 

Marshall realized the impor- 
tance of this game, and led the 
team with a stellar performance. 

He netted 39 points, lifting his 
team to an 86-64 victory over the 
Buccaneers. 

“just felt good,” Marshall said. 
“I was getting open looks, and my 
team was giving me the ball.” 

Marshall had no problem get- 
ting the ball in the hoop. 

Furthermore, Josh Rivera, a 
freshman at NECC from Lowell, 
was a key factor in the victory. 
This was Rivera’s first start for the 
Knights, and he was ready. He 
added 15 points and an aggressive 
defense to help stop Mass Bay. 

Jay Avant added nine points, 
while Captain Nate Proulx chipped 
in with eight. 

The Knights were ready to play 
the Buccaneers, and the team had 
confidence that it could beat them. 

“We knew exactly what they 
did on defense and offense and 
that was key,” Marshall said. 

This was the last game of the 
fall semester. The game against 
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FAST BREAK: The NECC men have broken out to a 7-2 record this 


Season. 


Springfield Technical Community 
College has been cancelled. The 


Knights are scheduled for their 
next game Jan. 6 versus Norwalk. 


INDIVIDUAL SCORING 


Justin Derkack, Middlesex County College, NJ. 
Maurice Douglas, Onondaga CC, N.Y. 

Ivan Lewis, Tompkins Cortland CC, N.Y. 

Isas Waxter, Finger Lakes CC, N.Y. 

Mike Beaton, Fulton-Montgomery CC, N.Y. 
Steve Monroe, Vermilion CC, Minn. 

Joe Marshall, Northern Essex CC, Mass. 
Steven Dechabert, Technical Career Inst., N.Y. 
Jeff Kennedy, Manchester CTC, Conn. 

Reggie Griffen, Cedar Valley College, Texas 
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weeks and any fans hope ofa high 
draft pick was put in jeopardy by 
the surprising win over Kansas 
City on Monday Night Football. 

The only hope for fans now is 
that the Patriots win the rest of 
their games and show great prom- 
ise for next year. 

The dim hopes ofthe three sports 
teams making the playoffs has put 
extra pressure on the Red Sox and 
General Manager Dan Duquette to 
sign a major free agent. 

With the other Boston teams 
going nowhere fast, the focus of 
many sports fans has shifted to 
the off season progress of the Red 
Sox. The Red Sox are making a 
push to sign free agent slugger 
Manny Ramirez and the pressure 
from fans, to sign Ramirez is grow- 
ing with every increase in the loss 
column ofthe other Boston teams. 

The increase in ticket prices at 


Fenway Park has also increased 
the need to sign a major free agent 
such as Ramirez. Since the fans 
will have to pay more money tc 
see a game, they should feel that 
the extra money they pay is going 
towards improving the team. 

The fans will not be satisfied 
with just the signing of small free 
agents like pitcher Frank Castillo, 
they want the Sox to sign a big 
name free agent. 

The attendance at Fenway may 
decrease as a result ofno big name 
signing. It is crucial, for the de- 
flated pride of Boston fans, that 
the Red Sox make something hap- 
pen this off-season. 

If neither the Bruins or Celtics 
turn around their seasons and the 
Red Sox don’t land any big name 
stars, then the state of the Boston 
sports scene will be as low as it has 
been in a very long time. 


@ Team can’t hold 
on to lead, fade in 
overtime 


By MATT MESSELAAR 
Sports Editor 


The women’s basketball team 
lost a heart breaking game to 
Harvard University JV in over- 
time. The loss dropped the 
teams’ record to 7-3 on the sea- 
son. 

The team had an up and down 
game, in which they were lead- 
ing at half time. 

The team opened the second 
half with strong defense and 
good shooting that gave them 
an early 14 point lead on their 
opponent. 

The team struggled when 
Harvard came with a full court 
press, throwing the knights off 
their game. 

The 14-point lead turned into 
a deficit of as many as 5 points. 
Harvard was leading 52-49 with 
16 seconds to go. 

When the Knights inbound 
the ball, it seemed as ifthe team 
wouldn’t get offa final shot, but 


SWISH: The NECC women shoot down the Mass Bay Buccaneers. 


Women’s b-ball team 
loses heartbreaker 


Joe Marshall photo 


co-captain Glenda Cancel was 
able to heave up a 3-point shot 
that went in, to tie the game 
with 2 seconds remaining in 
regulation. 

The Knights were unable to | 
keep the momentum going in 
the overtime, eventually losing 
by a score of 64-60. 

Though the loss was disap- 
pointing for the team, they have 
been able to compile a solid 
record so far this season, and 
they are undefeated in the re- 
gion. 

The team won the 2000 tip- 
off tournament this season, de- 
feating Hampshire College and 
St. Michael’s JV on the way to 
the tournament victory. 

The Knights will have to play 
a more consistent game Mon- 
day night against undefeated 
Springfield Technical College. 

"This game is an extremmely 
buig game for us, because we 
are both undefeated in the re- 
gion. We will have to work extra 
hardin order to stay undefeated," 
said forward Tricia Hamblet. 

The team hopes to improve 
on their performance against 
Harvard. 
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@ December 

juggling act begins 
as students prepare 
to meet obligations 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 
Features Editor 


sk students what final exam 
Av at NECC means to 

them and the answer is usu- 
ally, “Stress.” 

A few weeks prior to exam week 
a realization begins to set in that 
the semester is close to comple- 
tion. 

Tension can increase, as stu- 
dents begin to question professors 
about their current grade, what 
they are missing, and what assign- 
ments are to come. Students must 
face the pressure of final papers, 
more hours of study, and the mul- 
titude oftasks the holidays demand. 

Kate Murray, a journalism ma- 
jor, hasn’t started her Christmas 
shopping yet and is already experi- 
encing stress about finals week. 
She jokingly refered to finals as the 
“F” word. 

“Don’t even say the “F” word. I 
don’t want to think about it,” she 
said. Murray was blunt about all 
she had left to do this month. 

“I probably will be very stressed,” 
she said. “I am basically making 
Christmas presents for a lot of the 
people on my list.” But Murray 
admitted she had not started mak- 
ing any of these presents yet. 

Some students seem to have the 
many tasks this season brings com- 
pleted and under control. 


3 Are you too oe to cxenie? = 


4. re yon have a sleeping? — 


Darcy Lariviere, liberal arts ma- 
jor, has not only started her shop- 
ping, but is nearly finished and is 
ready to tackle finals week. 

“I am not stressed at all yet,” 
Lariviere said. “I usually handle 
stress pretty well.” 

Of students polled, those who 
reported a lack of stress also re- 
ported some strong organization 
of the tasks they must complete. 
Those students have already begun 
preparing for finals week and have 
most of their holiday shopping com- 
pleted. 

According to information pro- 
vided by student health services, 


the best way to beat test anxiety 
is to be prepared. Like with many 
other things in life, being pre- 
pared and knowing what to ex- 
pect on the test can alleviate most 
of the worry. 

Relaxation techniques can also 
be helpful to relieve stress before 
atest. Sit in a quiet, comfortable 
place for 15 minutes. Think of a 
favorite place or activity, and if 
your mind wanders guide it back 
to peaceful thoughts. 

Deep breathing can provide al- 
most instant results when stress is 
felt. Take slow, deep breaths in 
through your nose letting your 


abdomen expand with the breath, 
and releasing air through your 
mouth. 

When it comes to actually tak- 
ing the tests, be well rested and 
optimistic. A positive attitude can 
be a way of encouraging yourself, 
according to student health ser- 
vices, so don’t allow past perfor- 
mance to affect your attitude. 

Students who have a strategy 
to taking tests reported that they 
usually do very well on exams. 
Most said they review all lecture 
and text material the week before 
the exam, trying to focus on key 
points they know will be on the 
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test. For these students, planning 
is the key to their success. Their 
time is budgeted and tasks are 
approached systematically. 

The common factor in prevent- 
ing stress among students polled 
is resisting the urge to procrasti- 
nate. Everyone is guilty of it at 
one time or another. 

Each year we say to ourselves, 
“TJ will not wait until the last 
minute ever again.” 

By tackling holiday shopping 
early and preparing for tests in 
advance, stress can be minimized 
and the holidays can be enjoyed, 
as they should be. 


Remembering the true meaning of the holidays 


@ Gifts from the 
heart can mean 

more than gifts 

from the mall 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 


Features Editor 


technology and commercial- 

ism, to remember what is re- 
ally important about the holiday 
season? Often we overlook the 
basics as we race about trying 
desperately to please everybody in 
a manner that would make the 
world of advertising proud. 

Though we know better, we 
over-spend, often on credit with 
money we don’t actually have. It 
is hard not to, especially if you 
begin to forget that a gift from the 
heart is often far more powerful 
than a gift from the mall. 

With the costs of school, stu- 
dents often must give gifts that 
are meaningful, but don’t cost a 
lot. 

Darcy Lariviere, liberal arts 
major, said one of the best gifts 
she ever got was one that meant 
much more than it cost. 

“My boyfriend had me pick out 
a favorite picture of him, and for 


I: it possible, in this age of 


Christmas he had it blown up to 
poster size. I loved it,” Lariviere 
said. 

Such gifts are often more ap- 
preciated than some more expen- 
sive choices. The beauty of this 
season is not found in the price 
tag on the gift, but in the relation- 
ship between the gift givers. The 
holidays should be a time of being 
with those people most important 
in your life. Putting aside all the 
to-do lists, we should be making 
memories, and taking the time to 
notice the small miracles we are 
blessed with. It is important to 
remember that unless you have 
unlimited funds you are probably 
not going to stun and amaze your 
friends and family with your choice 
of gifts. You can perhaps amaze 
them with gifts from the heart. 

This year give them something 
that lets them know how much 
you care, how well you know who 
they are. A simple gift that shows 
you listen to what they say, and 
what interests them can warm 
them better than any cashmere 
sweater. Well, maybe warm them 
equally as well with a drastically 
smaller price tag. 

The key is personalization. One 
of the best gifts I ever got from a 
friend was a variety of different 
drawing pencils (drawing is my 
passion) tied with a bright blue 


ribbon (my favorite color), attached 
to a small sketchpad. Expensive, 
no, but meaningful in the fact 
that someone remembered who I 
really was, and what little things 
would make me smile. 


Think about who you are buy- 
ing for, and come up with some 
ideas before you head to the mall 
or begin searching through sale 
flyers. Chances are they won’t need 


half the stuff they will receive, so 


this ye nta 
a, and per! 


a unique and thoughtful gift will 
be a welcomed surprise. 

Remember that it is the people 
that surround us at the holidays, 
not what is in the packages, which 
we remember years to come. 


s bribe hin a little, with a . plate of cones for = 


reached for comment, a source ae works closely with Santa 


n the Gon over-fed elf. Those who are 
to try your mischief: making hands at 
kie baker can pe ssinlly impress 


ingre 
1 stick of butter year softened ) - 


_ 1/2 tsp. baking soda 


ore sugar ( pack d 


1cup+3t sp. fl 
2 oz. ( two packe’ 


e - 1 cup ( small bag ) of Nestle Choc. Chips 

‘Combine butter with sugar, then add vanilla and egg. Stir in pre-melted chocolate packets, then 

Pada flour, baking soda and salt and mix well. Finally, stir in chocolate oe and drop by teaspoonfuls 
onto morse sheet. oes with a seamen Bake at 350 for 8-10 min. 


ate Choco Bake cpemened unsweetened chocolate 
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- Perspectives from studying abroad 


® Travel course 
provides diversified 
learning experience 
of Irish literature 
and culture 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 


Features Editor 


n the spring of 1998, Dr. Usha 

Sellers, dean of international 

programs at NECC, entered my 
cultural anthropology class and 
presented an opportunity that 
changed my life. Well, perhaps 
that is overstating a bit. However, 
registering for the course “Per- 
spectives on Ireland,” a study and 
travel course offered as a litera- 
ture elective, definitely affected 
my personal perspective of the 
world and my place in it. 

I had always wanted to see 
Ireland, though admittedly I am 
not of Irish descent. I guess it was 
the lure of the beautiful landscape 
that pulled at my interest. That 
year Ireland’s tourist board had 
been advertising a commercial on 
all the Boston stations that always 
caused me to pause and think, 
“Someday.” 

Ihad some apprehension about 
the course and traveling abroad 
with a group ofstrangers. Despite 
these concerns, I decided not to let 
such an opportunity escape me. I 
enrolled and began the course 
work assigned on campus. The 
course was structured so that the 
students met for two daylong 
classes prior to departure. The 
reading assignments provided a 
comprehensive look at Irish lit- 
erature and a perspective that 
portrayed the harshness of the 
Irish existence. 

Among the reading assign- 
ments was the Pulitzer Prize-win- 
ning memoir “Angela’s Ashes” by 
Frank McCourt. It is my opinion 
that few could read such litera- 
ture and not be changed in some 
way by it. The books assigned in 
this course, taught by Joseph 
LeBlanc, provided a vivid, almost 


tangible sense of starvation, des- 
peration, and human persever- 
ance. 

By the time we boarded the 
plane I felt I already had a better 
understanding of Ireland and its 
culture. The trip abroad added the 
three dimensional imagery that 
completed the experience. The 10 
days in Ireland were filled with 
class time at the city’s college, 
tours of historical sites and set- 
tings from our reading assign- 
ments, and many cultural diver- 
sions. 

It was exhilarating to absorb 
all the sights, information, and 
cultural nuances. The owner of 
the bed and breakfast where we 
stayed was a wealth of informa- 
tion. The atmosphere around her 
breakfast table was like being a 
part of her family. She dispersed 
sightseeing advice as well as her 
personal views on politics, theirs 
and ours. We talked about our 
families, the future of our coun- 
tries, and the prospect of peace in 
Ireland. 

The Irish people were friendly 
and quick to start conversations. 
Much could be learned by stroll- 
ing the many streets filled with 
shops and pubs. The pubs were 
like nothing I had ever seen. Mu- 
sical talents arrived to share their 
gift, and patrons joined in with an 
unabashed ease that does not 
readily exist in our country. 

The 10 days flew by, the sights 
becoming a part of my mental 
scrapbook. I saw castles straight 
from storybooks, cliffs that 
dropped off into the sea, and land 
so green no film could have cap- 
tured it. I met people open to 
discussions about themselves, 
their lives and country, their 
brogue delightfully heavy on ev- 
ery word they said. I gained an 
abundance of knowledge from 
what I saw, experienced and ab- 
sorbed. 

When a student is a part of 
such an exceptional learning ex- 
perience, it necessitates a place 
within the heart and mind. It 
changed my perspective, my 
thoughts about the world, and my 
place in it. 
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FIELDS OF GREEN: The Emerald Isle holds true to its name. 
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OLD WORLD GRANDEUR MEETS NEW WORLD TOURISTS: Castles dot the Irish countryside. 


A BREATH OF FRESH AIR: Breathtaking scenery can be found at every stop. 
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CULTURE RICH IN MUSIC: Irish native, Paddy, gets feet tapping. 
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